
Helping Pittsburgh see the big picture since 1931.

worldpittsburgh.org/about

The World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit

organization dedicated to promoting a deeper understanding of key international issues

that affect our community and world. 

Established in 1931, our programming is designed to foster global mindedness and

global connectivity in Pittsburgh. Our approach is centered around creating inclusive and

accessible experiences that generate transformed leadership for youth, business and

community leaders, and educators – and a greater sense of belonging for all.

For this vision of the future to become a reality, the Council works to create and execute

diverse, bold, and engaging programming throughout the Western Pennsylvania region.

We work hard to ensure that meaningful, action-oriented global learning opportunities

are at the heart of our work and that our programs reflect the great diversity of our world

across generations.

Our Vision

We are guided by our vision of a globally minded and globally connected world that is

equitable and just for all.

Our Mission

Our mission is to convene and connect people around global issues to build a

competitive, thriving, and inclusive Pittsburgh.
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Theory of Change

If We Work In Partnership With Young People, Educators, Business

Leaders, And The Community At-Large To

Explore & Educate

On critical global and local issues
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Convene

People of diverse lived experiences

Inspire & Support

Leadership and advocacy

Then Pittsburghers Will Have

Informed Dialogue

and deepened understanding of global & local issues

Greater Empathy

for those different from them

Relevant Skills

& meaningful Relationships

And Therefore Pittsburghers Will

Act for positive economic, environmental, and social outcomes in their communities.

Which Will Result in

Transformed Leadership

Inclusive Policies & Practices

Greater Acceptance & Sense of Belonging

Shared Learning & Innovative Problem-Solving

A thriving, competitive, and inclusive Pittsburgh

A locally relevant and globally recognized model for other communities to adopt

And Ultimately Realize Our Vision Of

A globally minded & globally connected world that is equitable & just for all.
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Meet Our Team

President & CEO

Betty Cruz

Betty Cruz assumed the role of President and CEO of the World Affairs Council of

Pittsburgh in January 2020.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/betty-cruz/


Senior Director of Growth Strategies

Brian Magee

Brian is the current Senior Director of Growth Strategies for the World Affairs Council of

Pittsburgh, which he joined in the fall of 2024.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/brian-magee/


Director of Youth Programming

Kathleen Newell

Kathleen Newell joined the council team in April 2017 as an Education Program

Manager.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/kathleen-newell/


Youth Programming Manager

Alicia Cagle

Alicia Cagle joined the Council in June 2023 as the Youth Programming Manager.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/alicia-cagle/


Youth Programming Coordinator

Kelcey Flowers

Kelcey Flowers joined the council team in December 2025 as the Youth Programming

Coordinator.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/kelcey-flowers/


Youth Fellow — Programming Fellow

Humna A.

Humna A. is our Programming Youth Fellow for 2026-2025.

Read More
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/humna-a/


Youth Fellow — Youth Voice Fellow

Mylo M.

Mylo M. is our Youth Voice Fellow for 2026-2027.

Read More

Youth Fellow — Global Minds Fellow

Annjila P.

Annjila P. is our Global Minds Youth Fellow for 2026-2027.
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/mylo-m/


Read More

Board of Directors

Chair

Ihab Salib

Senior Vice President, Federated Hermes
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https://worldpittsburgh.org/staff/annjila-p/


Vice Chair

Kendra Ross, PhD

Head of Social Impact, Duolingo
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Secretary

Paul Overby

Honorary Consul, Federal Republic of Germany in Pittsburgh
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Treasurer

Les Dutka

Founder and former CEO, Echo International
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Director

Tracey Reed Armant, PhD

Program Officer, The Grable Foundation
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Director

Jenna Baron

Executive Director, ARYSE
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Director

Marie Batz Martin

Global Compliance Expert, Pittsburgh
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Director

Eric Bukstein

Principal, PwC
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Director

Rob Carskadden

Managing Partner, 3 Rivers Capital, LLC
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President & CEO

Betty Cruz

President and Chief Executive Officer, World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh
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Director

Evan Frazier

President & CEO, The Advanced Leadership Institute
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Director

Ali Hamdani, MD

Director, Global Care & Traveling Patient Services, UPMC International
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Director

David J. Hickton, JD

Founder, University of Pittsburgh Institute for Cyber Law, Policy, and Security
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Director

The Honorable Sara Innamorato

County Executive, Allegheny County
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Director

Paulina Jaramillo

Professor of Engineering and Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon University
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Director

Thore Krey

President & CEO, GEZ Rail Solutions, Inc.
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Director

The Honorable Corey O’Connor

Mayor, City of Pittsburgh
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Director

Emiola Oriola, Ed.D

Nonprofit Leader, Pittsburgh
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Director

Jay Solomond

Interim Chief Executive Officer, SAE International, Executive Vice President & Chief

Operating Officer, Performance Review Institute
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Director

Abby Vernon

Senior Vice President, American Eagle Outfitters

Director Emeriti

*Alan H. Finegold

Esq. , Law Offices of Alan H. Finegold
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Director Emeriti

F. Worth Hobbs

Former President, Alcoa Foundation

Director Emeriti

**The Honorable Dick Thornburgh

Former Attorney General of the United States, Former Governor of Pennsylvania

Director Emeriti

**James M. Walton

Chairperson, The Heinz Endowments

*Past Chair | ** Deceased
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Youth Board
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Devin B.
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Niiara D.
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Adham H.
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Jake M.
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Arjun P.
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Lehv S.
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Tiya S.
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Ella S.

Elena X.
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World Affairs Councils of America

The Council is a member of the World Affairs Councils of America, an association of

more than 90 councils in 40 states. Nearly 200,000 people are members at Councils

nationwide, and the network reaches tens of thousands more individuals through a

variety of outreach activities in schools and communities. The World Affairs Councils of

America network is the largest non-profit international affairs organization in the world.
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